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GOVERNMENT 0F INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

(Railway B oard)

No. 2023/Sec(CCB)fllection/Lok Sabha-24

General Managers and PCSCs/RPF
All Zonal Railways including KRCL.

/
ELECTIord RATTER

•:::®`'"!&.

:``„`

Dated: 27.06.2024

Sub: -Bye-election to 13 Assemblies Constituencies of 7 States-Instructions on
enforcement of Model Code of Conduct-reg.

Ref: - JS/RB LINo. 2023/G/4/GE to LS-24 Dated: 24.06.2024

(ii)  OM of cabinet Secretariat vide no.  I/41/I/2022-Cab, Dated: 11.06.2024
(iii)   ECI LINo. 437/6/I INSTAICITENCT"CC/2024/2027 Dtd: 10.06.2024

******

Please. find  encl.osed  herewith  a  copy  of  letters  under  reference  above
regarding "Bye-election to  13 Assemblies Constituencies of 7 States i.e. Bihar, Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,  Tamil` Nadu,  Uttarakhand & West Bengal". Ele.ction
Commission of India has informed about invoking of "MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT"
and has directed for its implementation in letter and spirit.

You are requested to please ensure its compliance.

ThismavtreatedasMostu__rgfe_r|t.

Encl: As Above

TeleNo.01l-23041519
Email ID : sar]£apriya.mayank@gQviip

Room No.43.4 Railway Board

Copy to: -
1.  Sr. Principal Secretary, Election Comndssion of hdia for information please.
2.  Sh. T.Srinivas, Joint.Secretaryfllailway Board for kind information.
3.  IG-cum-PCSC/RPSF for information & N/A.

Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New De
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No 2Q23/G/4/GE

MOSTURGENJ
ELECTION MATTER

Sub: `  By.!-ale.ction  to  13  Assembly  Constituencies  of  7  States  -
Ins.tructionsonenforcementofModelCodeofConduct-rag.

A.copyof.OfficeMemorandunNo.I/4l/1/2022-Cabdatedll.06.2024
addressed to all Secretaries to the Government of India, as received from the
Cabinet      Secretariat,      along      with      its      enclosures      namely,      letter
No.437/6/I/ECI/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2024/2027      dated      10.06.2024      and
No.437t'6"ST/ECI,ffuNCT"CC/2024      {BYE      ELECTIONS)       dat.d
02.01.2024   and  Press  Note  No.ECIVPN/120/2024  dated   10.06.2024,   from
Election  Commission  of  India  regarding  enforcement  of  Model  Code  of
Conductareattachedherewithforinformationandnecessayaction.

DA. As above                                  ff
•`                          Joint secretary

Railway Board
24.06.2024

chaiinin & CEO                MF                 Mi  `             MTRs             ` MOBD

Secretaryme          DGquF)          DG{RIIS}          DG(Safety)          DGquR)

All.AMs                          FED qu}.
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a.      " ".`*A.,\t,l`.Y  'd`',```l`f"i`¢ig\q.a

]„.,`/,V`      .`.'=.v"-I:JJ.    "' --.- ''-.'---''''-CopyNo,
.rtyr„.   MOsT IMMEDIATE

No. 1/41/1#022-Cab
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA {BHARAT SARRAR)xp     i  i  dABiNE+SECRETARIAT {MANTRiMrifubALSACHivALAyAt

/                     ,`¥.               `

New,Pplpi,thell-thJune,2024

OFFICE MEMOFRANDUM

Subject:  Byecleetion'  (a   13  Assemblies   Constifuen€ies  of  7  States   -
lnsrfuction8 on ®nforeement of Model Code of'Conduct.

.ne   undersigned   is   directed   to   enclose   a   copy   of   the   Election

Commission Of India letter No. 437/6/1/Ecl/lNST/FUNcl"CC&024&027 dated
10.06.2024 on the above subject, for information ?nd necessary action.

r
•Enci.: as above

All Secretaries to tli®p_ Government of India

fap€:g:s::
Joint Secretary

Tele No. 2301 1791
Email : Venghese,sgp@nic.in
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•.ain.
ELECTION cOMMlssloN OF Iirbl`A '

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHORA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001   .

Jr. Th8CablnetSecm,fary„
€overnmentoflndla,,
Ra,shtra patl Bh:iwan,
New Delhl.

The Chief s@crefaries to the Government of :-
1.) Blhar, P€itna;
2.)Hlmachalpradesh,Shlnda;
3.)MadhyaFradesh,Bhopal;
4,) Pun|ab, Chalid[garh;
5.I Tamil Nadu, Chennal;
6.) Uttarakhz`nd, Dehradun;
7.)WestBengal.,Kolhata.

The Chief Electi)rat Offlcers of :-
1.) Blhar, Patna;
.2.I HimachaLI P['adesh, Shlmla;

3.) Madhya Pradesh, Bh6pal;
4.) Punjab, Cha:ndlgarh;t  ,  4t
5.) Tamil Nadu, Chennal;
6.) Uttarakhan(I, .Dehradun;
.7.) West Bengal.I, Kolkata.

Subject:-        :g%:::C:[e°nnt :::Mfa3detscsoedmebo]iecsonc::#¥eegpai::n;.f 7  States  -Instructions 0n

Sir/Madam,

I  am  directed [o `st€`te'that the  Commission  has  announced,  vide  Press  Note  No,

Ecl/iN/120/2024   dated   loth June,  `2024,   schedule   for  -Bye-elections   in   Assembly

Constituencies of following States ;-

ife Name & No. of Constltuency-
60 -Rupaull Assembly Constituency

h 10.DehraAs§emblyConstltueney
38.Haxplxpur Assembly Constituency
51-Na]aEarhAssembly`Constituency
1Z 3-At"twara [ST} Assembly Constltu?nay

34-Jalandhar West fsc) As§emb}y Constituency

Name of the S

"machal Prade§

\Madftyapradesh



Tamil Nadu
Uttarakhand

West Bengal

•,-     rlfff

75-Vikravand i Asse mbly Constituency
04-Badrinath Assembly Con§titueney
33-Manglaur Assembly constituency
3 5-Raiganj AsseinbLy Co"stifueney
90-Ranaghat Dakshin (SC) A§sembly Constituency
94-Bagda (SC) Assembly ConstitLieney
167-Maniktala Assembly Consti tuency

Z.          The provisions of the Model code of conduct hafye come into force with !mmed!ate effect in

thedistrict(s)!nwhlchthew`ho[eoranypartoftheAssemblyConstitueneygoingforbye-e]ectlonls

comprlsed,   subject   to   partial   modlflcatian   as   issued   by   Commi-sslon   vide   its   letter   Aha

487./6.ilNST!ECI./FUNar!MCC./2oZ±__D±rE_ELECTI0NS}dated2±__IflmquELL2Q2±®capverrdosed\.

3.          This may be brought to the notice ofatl concerned.

Yours faithfully,

-1-



8mH fEL 3FTdr tlfa'q--I-ti-q
`        SEC.RETAR]:AT 0.F THE ELECTION COMMISSI:ON OF INDIA

fife tiaa, 3TQha {t9, rf fan-iioooi
Nil.`l`a.chan Sedan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

NO.  437/6/iNST/Eel/FUNer/Mcc/2o24 (BYE ELECTioNs)

TO,

(i)          The chief secret@rie!:
of all States and Unit)n Terrltorles.

DaLted: 2nd January, ZOZ4

{ii}         The chlef Electoral Gfricers          .
of all States and Union Terrltorles.

Subject:-M6delCod6OfConduct-iinstr`irctl®n-Bye-electioh6fParliamentary/.Assemb.I-yConstituency
-Regarding.

^Referenc.e:Commissl.on's`instructicHis:

(I)  ,        No.437/6/lNST/201€i-Ccs dated 29.06.2017              ..
(ii)         No. 437/6/1/Ecl/lNST/FUNCT/MCC/2017, dated 18.01.2018
(iii}        No. 437/6/MISC/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2019, dated 14..10.2019
(iv)        No. 437/6/Ecl/FUNCT/M(:C/2021, dated 21.10.2021
(v)         No. 437/6/lNST-2013/CC&BE, dated 25.06.2013
(vi)        No. 437/6/1/2014 dated 16,08.2014, and
(vii!       No. 437/6/1/2016-CCS,` d

Madam/Slr,                                                                 \ \  "

The Commission  has  issued  various  lidfrottlons from.time  to time  on  observance  of code  of

conduct  during  bye-±1ections.  Following  are  tLhe+ consolidated  instructions  ln  supersession  of all  the

instructions issued vide letters 115ted above:
-         `j\,\Tj`,,      j<L

I.     `  E_nfp_rc_e_rrle_n,!=ef_M9_€                                                                    '    +     +

(i)            ln_..€a±e ....... ±±e_ggn±!±±±spc\+\. js_`€gm.Pr!ae±_Jn ..... State_.+?plta I/Me±m:}.ppu±apj!±!grfp4qu!9paL

fgrpgra±lQp.sL..±bsn±fe±ssa!±,=....in.str.uctipn.a..:....\^rg!+i±._.._±.e=..lap:ligaple.._..:..in:`the..i}[g±,Of....eeEeerd

Constftiiencv bniv..                               +

«1)±neass±ie±±s±±ifim±£niebnfr±e±ra±!±H+n¢e±rp/n4±±ni€iia3!±Leorpofat!qn`ls|qs±I!edLn¢!l£;s:i

.Ho.ulb_g__OLD_ferpedlp_tb_eD_a_rticqlarAssemblvConstltuenevSeRmeptbn,lvandnqt!nthewh_oleof

the dlstrlct.



{llj)        h±!1_a_theLc±±Le±__tie_  MCC  wo_uld _be  en_for£_ed   in  the  en±j[L_d,{atrfuls.}„££!±§£!!!Eue

foustituencv..qolnE..±g±±±'fi-e!££;±±£±B±S±

(lv)        The  above instriictions shall c'jverthe district in which all or maxi fllum numberofpolling
rJ,          '`,        I

Statlons  of constituency  going to  bye-election  are  located,  For the  district(s)  with  number  of

POIIing Stations  less  than  10%  of t|ie  total  polling  stations  of the  constituency  concerned,  the

instructions  w.Quid  be  applic€ible  6nly  intthe  area  under jurisdiction  of   those  polling  Stations.

However, it must be elisured that the other instructions regarding deployment Of staff, etc„ ar±

strlctlyobservedinalldistrictsirrespectiveofnumberofpollingstationssituatedtherein.

(V)          Further,  it  is  advise.d  that  the  Fiolitical  parties  not  to  organize    any  political  activities

directly related to the by€!-elections even in the areas adjoining the district/constituency where

the bye-election are being held. The Distri'ct Election officers concerned will ensur€ that the MCC

instructions aha fovID guidelines relating to th?  norms of social distancing are followed  in the

districts adjoining to the poll going district/constituency.

EgifehinfofAdvertisemer}S_§.
•     The release /publishing ofadvertisements during th.,e period of operation of Model code of

Conduct in connection with bye-elections <would be regulated as follows: -

(i)          Advertisement of general  nature jn connection with  specific occasions of importance  may

be  pijblished.  How€.vEr,  such  pLlblishing shall  be restricted to the dates coinciding with the

sp.ecial occasib The advertisement shall

not bear photographs of any Minister and other political functionaries.

(ii)         No   advertisement  having  any  .speclfic/pointed  reference  or  connotation   to  the  areas

cgvered by trie  bye-election conetituencjes shall .be released/published on any date during

the period.

Further,  lt is clclrified that no. rlew schemes Should be advertised in  the districts where the

bye-election is being conducted.                                                         +

\,    ,Tj,u,.".T        -                                                                       i

Ill     TE2qugf Mf_P_i±S
I

Outing   bye   elections   from   any:    onstituencies,   either   Parliapentary   or   Assemblies,   the

fallQvyingrgstrictit]nsar??pplicahiewith`reBardtQthetoursQfMinlsters:-

(!}   A« Ministers, whether central orstate,chall not comblne in any\          nertheir official tours

\^/lth  election  work  after the announcement of the  bye electjous.  All and any visits to the
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3,ri  '

di3trlct{S}wherebye.electlonlsbelngheldandwhereModelCodeofConductis,therefore,

ln fo+ce, have to be completely prlvate in nature,

(il)lnCaseWhereaMinistertravellingonofficialworktransltsthroughth€district(§)wherethe

bye\-electionlsbeingheldenroutetoanyotherdistrictonofflcialvi5it,heShallnotattend

to any pcilitical work,

W„NOOfficialofanyrarikOfthedistrlct(s}wherethebye-electionisbeingheid,shallbecalled

toattendanymeetingbyanyiv|inisterin.anydi5trict,thatistos-ay,eveninotherdistricts

wihere election is not being helcl.

Further, it is clarified thtlt the Mtpisters or persons  holding  equivalent rank/status cannot

combine tl.elr official visit with campaign by en routing their Journey for official purposes to a

PlacewhereMCcisnct}nforceandthenproceedingframthatplaceto:heareawhereMCclsin

force `for election carnpalgm ln  case it is done, the entire journey ex|.ease  shaN be treated  as

electlon expense.

IV.      EE|n§fer/PqstinE of officeLE§

1. Bye-election to the Assembly Constituency (ies):

(1.1) The Comi-iii5siu..„  iu  Supeise5siori of existing lnst.ructions,  has  decid.ed  that no  ot-ficer

connected directly with the condu-ct of Bye-elections, should be allowe.d to continue in the present

posting within the Assembly Con

(i) If She/he is p^osted in h ly Constituency limit;

(ii)  lf she/he  has  completed three years during last four years or would  be completing 3

years on  or  before the  last  day of the` slrih  month  from  the date  of occurrence of the  casual

vacaney.

SuchofficersshallbeshiftedoutoftheAss;mblyconstltuehcyllmlt.

(1.2) (i) These instruc.tions cover a;turning 'Officers and Assistant Returning Officers of the

Assembly Con5tituencles gqlng for\ bye-electtous. Theist ihstrdctions will  also cover other officers

viz.  Deputy/Assistant.Collectors,  Sub-Did}siotn@I  Magistrates,  leh±iJdars  and   Block  Development

Officer located in Assembly C:onstituency Lim!t§.

It is however clarified that officers appointed as Setter Offlc€rs, though directly involved in

electlon'duties ivlll not be covered 'uhdert these instructions as their duties are such that they are

deployed\ fn  field  duties  \ivhere `their  knovi]edge  of the  area/terratn  is  cruclal  to  their  effectlve

performbnc@,  The  CEa,  DE0  and  RO  Should,  however,  keep  a  e!dse  watch  on  them  during the

electi'onperiodtoen§urethattheirperfermance!sstrlctlyimpartlal.



e
(ii)  AS  far  as  of-ficer  ln  the  Police  Department  are  concerned,  these  instructions  sr.

applicable to  the  S,ub-@M.3ional  Hepd  of Police,  Dy,SPs/Circle  Officers,  Inspectors,  Sub-Inspectors

orequlvalentrankspostedinthefieldwithlntheAsseitiblyConst!tuencyLimit.

(1.3) The Commission further desires that a detailed review may, therefore, be undertaken

andawSuchofficersbepostedoutoftheirhomecoiistituencylimitswheretheyhaveCompletedor

Will Complete,  on the  aforesaid  date,  tenure of three years jn  Assembly constituency limit out of

the last four years,  immediately.  Further, for uniformity, the three year period shao  be  reckoned

backwardsfromthelastdaygfthesixthmonthasmentionedatpara2,1(ii).-

2.Bye-elettiontotheParli€mentaryConstituency(ies):

(2.1)TheCommissio„ihsuperses5ion.ofexistinginstructions,hasdecidedthatnoofficer

connected    di..ectly   with    the   conduct   of    Bye-elections    to    the    Parliamentary

Constituency  |3oing  for  bye-election,  shaH  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  present

po5tingwithint!ieParliamentaryConstituencylimits:-

(i)   lf   she/he   is   posted   jn   her/his   home   district   within   the   concerned

Constituency limit;

(ii)  lf she/he  has  completed  three  years  during  last  four  years  or would  be

completing  3  years  on  or  before  the  last  day  of the sixth  month  from  the  date  of

occurrence clf the ca

Such oflicers shall be shifted oiltoftheParliamentaryConstitueneylimit.

(2.2)(i)Thesein5tructionscove,rRetumingOfficersandAssistantReturningOfficersofthe

Parliamentary  Constituencies  goillg  for  t]ye-elections.  These  instructions  w"  cover

only  that   District  Election  Officer  who  is  designated  as  Returning  officer.  Other

DlstrictElectionOfficers,evenifsomepartoftheirdistrictfallsintheParliamentary

Constituency going fat bye:elections shall  not be covered  under these instructions.

TheinstructionswjHhowevercoverQtherofflcersvi2.AdditionalCollector,Additional

Dlstrict     Magjstrat,e,     Deputy     Collectors,     Assistant     Collectors,     Sub-Divisional

Magistrates,   T€h3il.dars  and   Block   Developm`ent   Officer   located   in   Parliamentary

Constitueney Limit,

lt   is   however  Clarified  that  officers   appointed   as  Sector  Officers,  though

directly  invc)lved  in  election  duties will  not  be  covered  under these  Instructions  as

the)rdutlesaresu€hthattheyaredepl8yedinfielddutleswheretheirknowledgeof

the  area/terrain   ig  Crucial  to  their  effective  performance,  The  CEO,  DEO  and  RO

4
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should,  hciwev€r,  keep  a  close watch  on  them  during the  election  period to  ensure

that their performance is strictly jmpartlal,

(il)  As  far as  officer  in  the  Police  Department  are  concerned,  these Instructions Shall

be  applicable  to the  Superintendent  of  Police  located  in  the  District  whose  District

Election  O.mcer is  also the  Returning officer.  Other Superintendent of Police,  even  if

Some   part  of  th.eir  district  falls  in  the  Parljameiitary  Constituency  going  for  bye~

elections   sliall   Iiot   be   covered   under  these   instructions.   These   instruction   will

however  cover  Additional  SP,  Sub-Divisional  Head  of  Police,  by.SPs/Clrcle  Officers,

Inspectors,   SLib-Inspectors   or   equivalent   ranks   posted   in   the   field   within   the

Parliamentary Constituency Limit.

(2..3) The Comnlission ?.urther desires that a detailed review may, therefore, be undertaken

and all Such officers be posted out of their home constituency limits where thEy have

completed or will c6mplete, on the aforesaid date, tenure of three years in Assembly

constituency limit out of the last four years, immediately. Further, for uniformity, the

three year period shall be reckoned backwards from the last day of the sixth month as

mentioned at para 2.1(ii).

3.          The  commission   also  desires  that  the  officers/offl€ials  against  whom   commission  has

recommended  di5cjplinary  a

elections related work in the past, shallnot

ed  for  any  lapse  in  any  election  or

be assigned any election related duty,

4.    ,     Th.e  Commission  further  desires  that  no  officer/official  against  whom  a  criminal.case  is

pending in any Court of Law be associated with the election work Qr election related duty.

5.-        The  Commission  has  in  the  past  received  complaints  that  while  the  State  Government

transfers officials in the abo`/e categories in pursuanc9 of the` direction issued by the Commission,

the individuals try to  circumvent the Objective by ptoceeding on  leave and  phys\ically not moving

out of the  district from  w`hich  they> stand`, transferred. T`he` Commission  has  viewed this seriously

and desires that all such officia'Is who sta`nd transferred in pursuance of the instructions referred to
' above  shall  be  asked  to  move  physically  out  of the  distr!ct` frown  which  they  Stand  transferred

lmmedlately on, receipt of the transfer Orders.

6.           Normally, bye-election isheld tQ filtl up a casual vacancy withln a perlQd of six months from

the  date  of occilrrence  of  vacailcy  (excepting  a  Situation  heyond  control  of the  Commission).

Hence, lt would  be advisable jf the State GQveriimem initiates steps for implementation of these

guideline immediately after (ic¢urrence of a casual` Vacancy in a constituen^cy so that last moment

dlsloca,tlon of officers carl  be  av'Didecl.
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7.           Any  office+  who  i,5  alue  to  retire  within  comiiig  six   months  Will     be  exe'nlpt€d  fror,      he

purview of the abov£-n|ent}i3reyed  directions of the  Commission.  Further officers falling in Category

(home/3+ criteria) shall not be engaged for performing election duties during the elections, if they

areduetoretlrewithin6i`iomhs,             `.       :`,

While jlTIplementin8 this policy the DE®/Ro should take care that i n case of deployment of
i,.

any officer from  oiitside tlie constitueney for,a,ny election  related diity,  shall  also conform`to the

transfer policyofthe commi.ss!on.         ``\

V`       Aiinouncementof D.A.

.'^

\'t.,
•         .,      `.

1`...  +     )

ex,

The Conlmission li.3s di:cjded that .announcement of D.A.  by the state government may be

`done as a r,QIItine affair but il: should not be`.publicized as the Govemment's achievement.

Vl.       ±rgmises  made  bv  the  M+.±ij£±£rs/±!±!ing+±4£sfna±ai±.n  relifiot;s/eomm u.na.I  Blngv.nd±!L...3.!1jb±S±±

a££a§Jffhere MCC__is Tipt in force

lt  has  c^ome  tb the  notice  of the  Commission  that  during the  Bye-electibn5,  the  party  in

power  as  well  `as  the  Sitting  MP±/MLAs tend to  make  promises/appeals   on  religious/communal

grounds  in  those  parts  of the  districts/areas  in  their  State/UT  where  Model  Code  of  Conduct

(MCC)  is  not  in  operation  so  as. to  avoid  the  violation  of  MCC.  This  has,  however,  indeed  far-
-,

reaching  implications  as   it  would  certainly  influence  the  minds  of  electors  of  the  Assembly

Constituency/Parliamentai.y Constituency where the bye  election(s) is going on land, thus, vitiate

the free and fair elections in i:hat Constituency(Ies).

In  view  of  the  above,  it  is  directed  that  as  soon  as  Bye-  election(s)  to  any  Assembly

Constituency/Parliamentary  Constitue`ncy  is.anllounced  in  a  State/uT,  the  CEO  concerned  shall

issue an advisory to  aH the  rec.ognized  pol}tlcal  Parties in  the ;tate/UT to  request,their Ministers

andsittingMPs/MLA5nottomakepr8mi5e5orStatementsonreligiousor.communalgroundeven

jn  areas.where  MCC  is  not  in  force  and  during  thLe  Bye-elections  period  sQ that  the  purity  of

election  process  ls  maintain€!d  and no in feeling is generated among the  general public which  is

essential far conduclve atmo.qphAere for fonductjng free and fair elections.

The  above   instructiolis  of  the  Cci\iiimlsslon  shall  b6  brought  to  notice  of  ill`  concerned  for  strict

compliance.

Yours faithfully,    i

(N.A
SR.  PRl

DRA N.


